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choice for admiral, but the seamen were prejudiced against him and
would have preferred James, as the only other available person of
sufficient rank. But James as admiral at the age of fifteen would have
been a ridiculous choice, and Rupert was appointed. It was arranged
that James should sail with the fleet, but when he heard that its destina-
tion was Ireland he refused to go. Thus early had he conceived a
prejudice against that country.

King Charles had placed his younger children under the guardianship
of the Queen, Henrietta Maria, and early in January 1649, in obedience
to her commands, James set out from The Hague to join her in Paris.
He passed through Brussels to Cambray, and there he received fresh
instructions: his mother wrote that disorders had broken out in Paris
and that her nephew, the King of France, had had to go to Saint-
Germain ; she advised him to remain where he was. A timely invitation
enabled him to avail himself of the hospitality of the Benedictine
monastery of St. Armand, where "he was nobly entertained by the
Monks" for the space of three or four weeks; this was James's first
serious contact with Roman Catholic discipline and practice. In the
middle of February he was able to join his mother in Paris, and a few
days after his arrival there he heard of his father's execution. In the
course of the summer his brother Charles, who was now titular King of
England, arrived from Holland, and the widowed Queen and her two
sons took up their residence at Saint-Germain. James had previously
been received with royal honours at the French Court.

We have a picture of James in the spring of this year from the pen of
Henrietta Maria's niece Mademoiselle, the daughter of the Duke of
Orleans:

I have found staying with the Queen of England her second son,
the Duke of York. . . . He is a young prince of thirteen or fourteen
years of age, extremely good-looking and well made, and of fair
complexion; he speaks French well and this gives him an advantage
over the King his brother, for nothing in my opinion goes more
against a man than lack of words. The Duke spoke to the point and
I was much edified by the conversation I had with him;

and the young lady goes on to say how much she has enjoyed taking
walks with James.

Charles was now nineteen years of age, and while he was at The
Hague he had evidently decided that the time had come to dispense with
petticoat government. Accordingly within a few days of his arrival at
Saint-Germain he made it clear to his mother that as long as his father
was alive and he himself was under age she had rightly been in a